
Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

9th Grade

Review your schedule to ensure it meets college/scholarship


requirements.

Create solid study habits as grades are an important part of


college admissions and you want to start strong. 

Build connections with your teachers, as they will be potential


recommenders in the future.

Begin reviewing scholarship lists for eligibility.

Set up a RaiseMe account to begin earning microscholarships for


college.  

Create a Scoir account, build your profile and download Scoir's


mobile app.

Send your parent(s) an invite link to join Scoir.

Create a professional email address to use for formal


communication in high school.

Explore extracurricular activities that interest you.

Learn about NCAA Clearinghouse requirements if you are a


student-athlete who hopes to receive an NCAA scholarship.

Research community service opportunities and begin


documenting your community service hours.

Attend your school's college fair to explore various postsecondary


options. 

Attend M-DCPS’ College Month Virtual Workshop series in


October.

Connect with your school counselor, CAP Advisor, or ESE teacher


to learn about postsecondary transition programs available for


students with IEP as you plan your postsecondary goal.

Second Quarter

Review and reflect on your first quarter report card to reinforce


good study habits and provide assistance where necessary.  

Seek tutoring or assistance if necessary to improve academic


progress. 

Get involved in extracurricular and community-based activities


that interest you.

Begin composing your resume.  

Continue to seek opportunities for community service including


during winter break. This is a great time to do research on


community projects and organizations.

Research options available, including technical colleges and


career pathways. 

Familiarize yourself with M-DCPS Diploma Pathways to


understand how you can graduate with various diploma


designations. 

Choose your "College Preferences" to begin exploring and


virtually visiting postsecondary institutions on Scoir. This will assist


you in building your Scoir "Following" college list.
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Resources

Action Steps Resources

Student Services (dadeschools.net) * See Student Services


Programs 

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship 

Scoir: Creating a Student Account

Standard Diploma- What Parents & Students Need to Know

The Benefits of Extracurricular Activities 

Scoir- Setting Your College Preferences

RaiseMe: Get Started Guide for Students

Scoir: Creating Your Resume

MDC Career Pathway Programs

M-DCPS Technical Colleges

Diploma Pathways 

M-DCPS CTE Career Pathways

Transition Services

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/hswc2qch48-for-students-creating-an-account-when-invited-by-your-high-school
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/StandardDiplomaRequirements.pdf
https://blog.collegeboard.org/benefits-extracurricular-activities
https://blog.collegeboard.org/benefits-extracurricular-activities
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/egfwh2kqgz-setting-your-college-preferences
https://help.raise.me/hc/en-us/articles/115002672948-Get-Started-Guide-for-Students
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/thrcjtnpj9-create-a-resume
https://www.mdc.edu/highschool/career-pathway-programs/default.aspx
https://ctemiami.net/cte-technical%20colleges/
http://diplomapathways.dadeschools.net/#!/
http://diplomapathways.dadeschools.net/#!/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctemiami.net%2Fcareerpathways%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C32fabcd2ca3a4f1f303908da70bf00b8%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946262890096200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4uQDOW%2Ff%2F455Rt1cdvTEeBLXXUKoD4SDPDDkTautYm4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftransition.dadeschools.net%2F%23!%2FrightColumn%2F1240&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C1917e9008e6d4d7721eb08da70d4044f%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946353146198867%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JVKV8W7nmBAIRnZW0tbDapfakmF84fFQl13hQ3MeFy4%3D&reserved=0


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

9th Grade

Fourth Quarter

Third  Quarter

Resources

Action Steps Resources

Review mid-year grades, reflect on your first grade point


average (GPA).

Familiarize yourself with the GradTrack Report, found in your


student portal.

Learn about weighted vs. unweighted GPA. 

Plan your 10th grade schedule with future academic goals


and requirements in mind. Include courses based on rigor,


interests and State University requirements (including the


required two years of a foreign language).

Prepare for any AP/IB/AICE exams by attending school site


tutoring, workshops and/or visit AP Central for access to AP


videos and other resources.

Familiarize yourself with eligibility requirements for Dual


Enrollment courses at local postsecondary institutions.

Research academic summer programs, internships, and/or


community service opportunities.

Enroll in academic summer programs, community projects


and/or internships that interest you to build your resume and


enhance college and career skills.

Update your RaiseMe profile to earn micro-scholarships.

Continue to explore and "follow" postsecondary institutions on


Scoir.

Attend college visits, if possible.

Explore financial aid and other opportunities to pay for college. 
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CollegeBoard AP Central

FL SUS Requirements

Unweighted and Weighted GPAs

How to Take Your High School Classes to the Next Level

For Students: Create and Export a Resume - Scoir

Summer Programs: What, Why and How 

Adding Extracurriculars to Your RaiseMe Portfolio

GradTrack Training Videos

Financial Aid Can Help You Afford College

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
https://www.flbog.edu/universities/admissions-transfers/undergraduate-admissions/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1DOXRIis8uhjn0cwvjL_UnE-vE9dyax54%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7Cvarmand%40dadeschools.net%7C73ad6a36761b4bf09fc808da6a6e9ee0%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637939320585238330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rFCaLK8Gp1HEF98H2U9oxH2fF9gNHIfjMeAAb1ZKEHs%3D&reserved=0
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/how-to-take-your-high-school-classes-to-the-next-level
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/thrcjtnpj9-create-a-resume
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/summer-learning-programs-what-why-and-how
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/summer-learning-programs-what-why-and-how
https://help.raise.me/hc/en-us/articles/115002096388-Adding-Extracurriculars-to-your-Portfolio
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d7nRpxUGM5jdem5V2KEpMbGi3f27TdLb/view
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/financial-aid-basics/what-is-financial-aid/financial-aid-can-help-you-afford-college


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

10th Grade

Review your schedule to ensure it meets college


entrance/scholarship requirements.

Review your GradTrack report to view your updated grades and


GPA. Pay special attention to your core subject grades for Bright

Futures eligibility. 

Build/update your profile on Scoir.

Be sure you have Scoir's mobile app downloaded on your device.

Send your parent(s) an invite link to join Scoir if they do not have


an active account. 

Make a plan to improve test-taking and time-management skills.

Study, practice and prepare for the PSAT. (Use Khan Academy


and/or other resources to practice).

Participate fully in the PSAT testing process. This exam serves as a


baseline for your college entrance exams and may assist in


meeting the math graduation requirement. 

Access and update your RaiseMe account to continue earning


micro-scholarships for college.

Continue to build connections with your teachers and counselors.

Stay involved in extracurricular activities that interest you.

Seek additional community service opportunities and document


the hours you serve. 

Monitor your core GPA and better understand NCAA


Clearinghouse requirements if you are an athlete who hopes to


receive an NCAA scholarship. 

Attend your school's College Fair to explore various


postsecondary options. 

Attend M-DCPS’ College Month Virtual Workshop series in


October.

Learn about the procedures for receiving testing


accommodations for the SAT/ACT for students with IEPs and 504


plans. 

Connect with the school's ESE team to get support in exploring


postsecondary opportunities that align with your postsecondary


goals. Second Quarter

Review and reflect on your first quarter grades. 

Seek tutoring or assistance if necessary to improve academic


progress. 

Connect your Khan Academy account to College Board to create a


study plan targeting the skills to improve based on PSAT scores. 

Explore various career options available, including technical


colleges and career pathways.

Continue to seek community service opportunities during winter


break.

Use the time during winter break to research scholarship


opportunities. 

Continue to engage in virtual tours on Scoir.  

Continue to build and update your Scoir "Following" college list.
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Action Steps Resources

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship 

YouScience Career Profile

8 Ways to Take Control of Your  Time - BigFuture 

How Do I Link My Khan Academy Account to CollegeBoard?

General info about PSAT

Studying and Practicing for the  PSAT/NMSQT

How to Choose a College: A Step-by-Step Guide

M-DCPS Technical Colleges

MDC Career Pathway Programs

M-DCPS CTE Career Pathways

Transition Programs and Services

College Board: How to Request Accommodations

ACT Test Accommodations and English Learner Supports

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/0eqh5imzb3-career-profile-you-science
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/stay-motivated/8-ways-to-take-control-of-your-time
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/stay-motivated/8-ways-to-take-control-of-your-time
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/stay-motivated/8-ways-to-take-control-of-your-time
https://support.khanacademy.org/hc/en-us/articles/4424802297613-How-do-I-connect-my-Khan-Academy-account-to-College-Board-
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-10
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing/studying-practicing
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing/studying-practicing
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing/studying-practicing
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-choose-a-college
https://ctemiami.net/cte-technical%20colleges/
https://www.mdc.edu/highschool/career-pathway-programs/default.aspx
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctemiami.net%2Fcareerpathways%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C32fabcd2ca3a4f1f303908da70bf00b8%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946262890096200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4uQDOW%2Ff%2F455Rt1cdvTEeBLXXUKoD4SDPDDkTautYm4%3D&reserved=0
https://transition.dadeschools.net/#!/rightColumn/1240
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faccommodations.collegeboard.org%2Frequest-accommodations%2Frequest&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C1b464ac3038d46ffc41608da70d15ade%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946341714546440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JjPdIWzDKrd8SqmukbKpGOez%2B0aKdxwMgNWl14TgcLA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-act%2Fregistration%2Faccommodations.html&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C8fa9417b526f4306ba6208da70d3c990%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946352170007493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R86SMC1JHZZfGMB79h0mF%2FB6Ghc95WcEGEd0xmrrrF4%3D&reserved=0
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Resources

Action Steps Resources

Review mid-year grades as this is your exact halfway point

in high school. Reflect on your academic standing and set

goals for the remainder of high school. 

Review your GradTrack Report, found in your student portal,

and use the report to inform your decisions in choosing your

courses for junior year and meeting your graduation

requirements.

Plan your 11th grade schedule with future academic goals

and requirements in mind. Recognize that junior year

courses round out the academic record you will be

submitting as part of the application process during the fall

of your senior year. This is an opportunity to demonstrate

and reinforce rigorous coursework including dual enrollment

and AP courses. Be sure to include courses based on rigor,

interests and State University requirements (including the

required two years of a foreign language). 

Prepare for any AP/IB/AICE exams you may have by

attending school site tutoring, workshops and/or visit AP

Central for access to AP videos and other resources.

Stay committed to involvement in school and/or community

projects.

Complete the YouScience Career Profile to discover career

options that will enhance and focus your postsecondary

research. 

Apply for summer academic programs, enrichment programs,


community projects and/or internships that interest you, build


your resume and enhance your college and career skills.

Continue to apply for scholarship opportunities.

Meet with your counselor to evaluate your academic review for


the year to make last minute adjustments to your schedule for


11th grade or discuss courses you might be able to take over


the summer such as Dual Enrollment or FLVS courses for


advancement.

Update your Scoir "Following" college list based on your


YouScience Career Profile results.

Attend college visits, if possible.

CollegeBoard AP Central

FL SUS Requirements

GradTrack Training Videos

How to Take Your High School Classes to the Next Level

For Students: Create and Export a Resume - Scoir

Summer Programs: What, Why and How 

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
https://www.flbog.edu/universities/admissions-transfers/undergraduate-admissions/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d7nRpxUGM5jdem5V2KEpMbGi3f27TdLb/view
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/how-to-take-your-high-school-classes-to-the-next-level
https://scoir.helpdocs.io/article/thrcjtnpj9-create-a-resume
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/summer-learning-programs-what-why-and-how
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/college-prep/thrive-in-high-school/summer-learning-programs-what-why-and-how


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

11th Grade

Ensure that you are enrolled in recommended courses needed


for college admission.

Reflect on your grades thus far in high school and make a plan


to earn the best grades possible to boost your GPA. Remember


that colleges look at the cumulative GPA you have earned


during the first three years of high school as you apply at the


beginning of senior year. 

Update your college list on Scoir by adding schools to the


“Following” tab to begin further research.  

Consider taking the PSAT to potentially qualify for the National


Merit Scholarship Program.

Attend college visits either in person or virtually. You may


engage in virtual college tours on YouVisit on Scoir and follow-


up with college representatives. 

Attend college/career fair to receive information on potential


schools.

Attend M-DCPS’ College Month Virtual Workshop series in


October to begin planning for next year’s application process. 

Prepare to fully participate in your Transition Individual


Education Plan (TIEP) meeting this year. The TIEP meeting will


assist you in connecting with agency support like Vocation


Rehabilitation and the Agency for Persons with Disabilities. This


meeting will also include consideration of deferral of receipt of


standard high school diploma for participation in


postsecondary programs.

Second Quarter

Continue exploration of college and career options. Be


reminded that you can complete and/or review the career


assessment and reflection on YouScience in Scoir. Once this is


completed you may want to update your college lists and


adjust the schools you are “Following” on Scoir based on your


results. 

Begin researching upcoming scholarship opportunities and your


eligibility for them.

Prepare and register for the SAT/ACT throughout spring and


summer. Inquire about your eligibility for a testing fee waiver.

Remember to use your PSAT results to identify your strengths and


weaknesses as you prepare for the SAT.

Use Khan Academy for free test preparation and to link prior


PSAT scores for custom test preparation. 

Study for any upcoming AP exams. 

Consider which advanced courses you want to take next year


that best meet the requirements of your college preferences.

If you are exploring the possibility of joining one of the branches


of the military, begin talking to recruiters and take the ASVAB


exam.

Make plans to attend the Miami National College Fair. 
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Resources

Action Steps Resources

Using YouScience to Identify Your Strengths

CollegeBoard- Find Your Scholarship Matches

CAP Paying for College Webpage

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test (ASVAB) 

CollegeBoard- Why Take the PSAT Now

Study Skills for Students

Study and Practice for the PSAT/NMSQT

4 Things to Consider in Choosing a College or Career School

NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete 

National Merit Scholarship Program Guide

How Do I Link My Khan Academy Account to CollegeBoard?

Transition Programs and Services – Deferral of Receipt of the


Standard High School Diploma

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://www.youscience.com/
https://signup.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search/
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3725
https://www.goarmy.com/how-to-join/steps/asvab.html#:~:text=The%20ASVAB%20is%20a%20standardized,the%20ASVAB%20test%20to%20enlist
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-benefits-flyer-educators.pdf
https://www.educationcorner.com/study-skills.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt/preparing/studying-practicing
https://studentaid.gov/articles/4-things-consider-choosing-college-career-school/?_ga=2.31254460.2042263147.1657647512-459441355.1620238787
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Student_Resources/CBSA.pdf
https://www.nationalmerit.org/s/1758/interior.aspx?sid=1758&gid=2&pgid=424
https://support.khanacademy.org/hc/en-us/articles/4424802297613-How-do-I-connect-my-Khan-Academy-account-to-College-Board-
https://transition.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/1242
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Estimate Your Federal Student AidComplete college net price calculators using your parent’s


tax return to have a better idea of future tuition costs and


financial aid eligibility. 

Continue virtual campus visits to learn about each college

campus and student life. 

Update new careers of interest to you by reviewing saved


careers on YouScience. 

Research application decision types, such as Early


Action/Early Decision, and review potential deadlines for


each program.

Develop or update your resume. Completing your “Personal


Bio” in Scoir will allow you to “Export Resume” for later use. 

Start brainstorming for the first draft of your personal


statement and college essay. 

Attend the Miami National College Fair to engage with a


variety of national and international institutions.

Ensure that you have all required documentation to receive


testing accommodations for any SAT/ACT exam that you may


be taking if you have an IEP or 504 Plan.

Begin moving colleges to your “Applying” tab in Scoir to plan for


application requirements and upcoming deadlines. 

Update the “Personal Bio” in Scoir to maintain an accurate


resume and provide background for any teachers needing


information to assist with possible letters of recommendation.

Review college application requirements and if needed, begin


to ask teachers for recommendation letters through the


“Application Documents” tab on your Scoir account.

Start to compile application materials that may be needed such


as personal statements, portfolios, essays, resumes, etc.

Use your summer break to visit local colleges and other


postsecondary institutions that interest you. 

Gain work experience by finding a summer job/internship.

Create your FSA ID in preparation for upcoming FAFSA


completion in the fall. 

Review scholarship requirements and deadlines, especially for


the colleges to which you plan to apply. 

Begin the application process for military academies or ROTC

scholarships this summer before senior year.  

Register with the National Collegiate Athletic Association


Eligibility Center if considering college athletics. 

Attend a technical college fair to learn more about the many


career pathways available in our local technical colleges.

Update your RaiseMe account.

Attend college visits, if possible.

College Essay Resources

Writing A High School Resume That Stands Out

Picking Your College: Early Actions vs Early Decision

CollegeBoard- Find Your Scholarship Matches

9 Myths About the FSA ID

M-DCPS Technical Colleges

College Essay Guy: College Application and Essay Resources 

Miami National College Fair

College Board: How to Request Accommodations

ACT Test Accommodations and English Learner Supports

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/94/pdfs/Personal%20Satement%20-%20College%20Essays.pdf
https://www.asvabprogram.com/media-center-article/64
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/picking-your-college-early-action-vs-early-decision/
https://signup.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search/
https://studentaid.gov/articles/9-myths-fsa-id/
https://www.careerinayear.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/college-admissions
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/college-admissions
https://www.nacacfairs.org/?_ga=2.256325131.1294479943.1658760939-471845190.1658760939
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faccommodations.collegeboard.org%2Frequest-accommodations%2Frequest&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C1b464ac3038d46ffc41608da70d15ade%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946341714546440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JjPdIWzDKrd8SqmukbKpGOez%2B0aKdxwMgNWl14TgcLA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-act%2Fregistration%2Faccommodations.html&data=05%7C01%7Cpvsosa%40dadeschools.net%7C8fa9417b526f4306ba6208da70d3c990%7C4578f68f86cd4af9b31793e3826ca0f5%7C0%7C0%7C637946352170007493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R86SMC1JHZZfGMB79h0mF%2FB6Ghc95WcEGEd0xmrrrF4%3D&reserved=0


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

12th Grade

Review your course schedule and course history to ensure all


courses needed for graduation, scholarships, and postsecondary


plans are completed. 

Create and maintain a postsecondary planning calendar with


important deadlines and events. 

Narrow down your list of "Following" schools on Scoir to create a


balanced college list with safety, target, and reach schools


included. Update the “Preferences” section on Scoir to add or


compare colleges to finalize your list.

Review the net price calculators for each college you are


interested in to assess actual financial affordability. 

Begin finalizing application plans for your balanced college list.


Add your college choices to the “Applying” tab in Scoir to keep


track of requirements and deadlines required of each application


(Common App, Coalition through Scoir, institutional applications). 

Update the “My Profile” section on Scoir so that your resume is


accurate for teachers needing information for letters of


recommendation. 

Request letters of recommendation through the “Application


Documents” tab on Scoir for the schools that require them. 

Gather documents and begin application submission (based on


deadlines) for college applications. 

Be sure to have your SAT/ACT scores sent to the colleges to which


you are applying IF they require test scores. 

Be aware of which schools require electronic transcripts (added


through the Applying/Applied tab of Scoir) or separate student-


submitted websites to input course and grade information. Most


public schools in Florida use the SSAR site for students to enter


their transcript information manually. 

Review Early Decision/Early Action options and deadlines for


schools that offer them. Choose the deadline that allows you to


submit the most competitive application possible.  

Be consistent in checking for scholarships and applying to


scholarships for which you qualify. Many institutional scholarships


have deadlines in early fall, even if their application deadlines


extend later. 

Attend M-DCPS’ College Month Virtual Workshop series in


October.

Prepare and register for upcoming SAT/ACT exams, if needed.

Clean up your social media accounts as admissions officers often


check your social media networking.

Attend “Financial Aid Info” night with your parent(s). FAFSA and


FFAA (used for Bright Futures) both open October 1st.

Gather all important financial documents and file your FAFSA


application soon after it opens on October 1st. 

Some schools require additional financial information (CSS


Profile). If required, gather documents, and submit CSS Profile by


deadline (usually specific to private schools).

Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) after


October 1st for consideration for the Bright Futures Scholarship


and other State of Florida scholarship opportunities. (Even if you


are not yet eligible for these programs, you may complete the


application and work toward eligibility throughout senior year.)

Seek out additional information about postsecondary transition


programs to assist students with IEPs in finalizing their plans after


graduation. Be sure to learn about disability support services


available at postsecondary institutions. 

F o r  m o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t

studentservices.dadeschools.net

First Quarter

Resources
Glossary of Terms and Acronyms for College and Financial Aid 

FAFSA Checklist

7 Things You Need Before Filling Out the FAFSA Form

15 Myths We’re Busting About the FAFSA Process

Coalition for College- Apply Coalition on Scoir

Advice for First Generation and Low Income Students

Florida Financial Aid Application

Resource Guide for Undocumented and Mixed Status Families

CollegeBoard: Early Decision & Early Action

Picking Your College: Early Actions vs Early Decision

College Scorecard

College Essay Resources

https://ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com/Login.aspx
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://mappingyourfuture.org/services/glossary.cfm
https://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/94/pdfs/FAFSA%20Checklist%202022-2023.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/articles/things-you-need-for-fafsa/?_ga=2.185442346.2042263147.1657647512-459441355.1620238787
https://studentaid.gov/articles/fafsa-myths/?_ga=2.253774859.2042263147.1657647512-459441355.1620238787
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/mycoalition-intro
https://blog.collegeboard.org/advice-first-generation-and-low-income-college-students
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3727
https://professionals.collegeboard.org/guidance/applications/early
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/student-loans/picking-your-college-early-action-vs-early-decision/
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://api.dadeschools.net/WMSFiles/94/pdfs/Personal%20Satement%20-%20College%20Essays.pdf


Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

12th Grade

Continue submitting college applications and required


components by December/January deadlines. (May include


personal statements, essays, reporting test scores, or reporting


transcript information.)

Once you have completed the application process, move your


college from “Applying” to “Applied” in Scoir to monitor


decision updates. 

Complete your Florida Financial Aid Application (includes Bright


Futures) and FAFSA if you had a delay in completing during the


first quarter.

Dedicate time to searching for scholarships for which you may


qualify. 

Prepare and register for upcoming SAT/ACT exams, if you still


need to attain a particular score for admissions or scholarship


eligibility. 

Prepare thank you letters to teachers/counselors who


completed your letters of recommendation. 

Review your first quarter grades and make plans to maintain


healthy study habits and grades. First semester grades of senior


year are important, and some schools may request updated


grades as part of the admissions process. Do not fall prey to


senioritis. 

Continually check your college portals/accounts (received after


application submission) to ensure all required materials were


received correctly. 

F o r  m o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t

studentservices.dadeschools.net

Second Quarter

Action Steps Resources
College Admission Glossary

CollegeBoard- Find Your Scholarship Matches

CAP Paying for College Webpage

After the FAFSA: What Happens Next?

Undergraduate College Financing Plan Template

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/applying-to-college/how-to-apply/college-admission-glossary-learn-the-lingo
https://signup.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search/
http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3725
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/2022-22-collfinanplantemplugrad.pdf


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

12th Grade

F o r  m o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t

studentservices.dadeschools.net

Third  Quarter

Resources
Continue seeking scholarships for which you may qualify,


including the CAP, Inc. last-dollar grant and other


opportunities from The Miami Foundation. 

Check through mail or electronic notifications about general


admission decisions which will be released around this time.

As schools begin to release admissions decisions, update your

Scoir profile to reflect your status of


Accepted/Denied/Waitlisted/Deferred in the “Applied” tab. 

Research housing options and deposit deadlines for schools


to which you were accepted.

Review your financial aid award letter carefully with your


parent(s).Wait until all school acceptances and financial aid


awards are received before you commit to a school. Choose


wisely based on preference and affordability. 

If waitlisted, follow directions from the admissions office to


continue with the application. Seek ways to strengthen your


application.

Ensure you are still maintaining good study habits and grades


as schools will review your final transcript. 

Continue with SAT/ACT testing, if needed for Bright Futures


Scholarship eligibility.  

Your Financial Aid Award Letter - Review, Evaluate, Appeal Webinar - English

College Waitlists: What to Do If You’re Waitlisted

The Miami Foundation Scholarships

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://dadeschools.eduvision.tv/default.aspx?q=3SfVi13wT7SD8EI9uNQoUA%253d%253d
https://www.salliemae.com/blog/how-to-proceed-when-wait-listed/
https://miamifoundation.org/scholarships/


Action Steps

Postsecondary Planning Timeline

for Students 

12th Grade

F o r  m o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
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Fourth  Quarter

Resources
Review your financial aid award letter carefully with your

parent(s).Wait until all school acceptances and financial aid


awards are received before you commit to a school. Choose


wisely based on preference and affordability. 

Continue seeking scholarships for which you may qualify. 

Prepare for AP/IB/AICE Exams. Many schools award college


credit for passing scores.

Work with your advisor to resolve problems you may have with


admissions, financial aid, or scholarship applications. 

Be sure to plan for all required housing and tuition deposits.

Based on fit and affordability, accept your school! It is good


practice to also notify the schools that you will not be


attending.

Indicate your chosen school by selecting “Enrolling” in the


Applied section of your Scoir account. This will allow your high


school to submit your final transcript and any other necessary


documents to your college after graduation. 

Submit additional documents to your chosen school as needed.


These may include residency forms, immunization documents,


and orientation registration. 

Seek assistance to connect with disability support services at the


postsecondary institution or program you will be attending if you


have an IEP or 504 Plan.

Take time to celebrate your journey and participate in decision


day. You’ve earned it!

How to Choose a College

13 Things to Know When Evaluating Your Financial Aid Award Letter

Understanding Federal Student Loans for College or Career School

OSFA’s Federal Family Education Loan Program

http://studentservices.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/3472
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/after-youve-applied/you-got-accepted-now-what
https://studentaid.gov/articles/evaluating-financial-aid-offers/
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/FFELP/
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