ISPA Summer Reading 2017
AP English Language and Composition
Summer Reading Assignment is worth 15% of your 1st nine weeks grade

Assignment #1 Novel due 8/21/2017
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Read this fiction text. The first week of school, you will be given a multiple choice test on the
novel. This exam will cover not only the characters, actions, and symbols of the novel, but also the
language (diction, sentence structure, rhetorical devices) of the novel. The movie is different than
the book. YOU MUST HAVE A PHYSICAL COPY OF THIS TEXT FOR CLASS THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF
SCHOOL FOR CLASSWORK.

Assignment #2 Editorials due 8/21/2017
1. Find at least EIGHT editorials (not news articles or informational features) from reputable newspapers or issues
based magazines. Choose articles that you have a strong opinion about that you can agree, disagree or qualify
(you agree with some but not all) with the author’s opinion. You may find articles online or from actual
newspapers and magazines.
2. Find TWO political cartoons from reputable newspapers or issue based magazines. Find these cartoons in the
same sources as your editorials.
3. Editorials and political cartoons must discuss at least FOUR different topics. For example, all your editorials
cannot be about global warning or the upcoming presidential race. Variety is the key.
4. Print or clip these articles and glue them onto a sheet of paper.
5. Answer at least four questions listed below for each of the editorials. These answers should be on the same
sheet of paper as the glued editorials. Your responses should be detailed, thoughtful, and polished.
Some sample sources for editorials:
The New York Times (US newspaper), The Washington Post (US newspaper), National Review (US political magazine),
The New Yorker (US ideas magazine), Atlantic Monthly (US ideas magazine), Harper’s (US ideas magazine), The Walrus
(Canadian ideas magazine), Maclean’s (Canadian newsmagazine),The Economist (UK news magazine), Time (US news
magazine), Newsweek (US news magazine), The New Republic (US political magazine), Arts and Letters Daily (an online
compilation of items from around the English- speaking world)
Answer at least FOUR of these questions per editorial:






Do you agree, disagree or qualify (you agree with some but not all) with the writer’s viewpoints? Why?
Did the editorial make you want to know more about the issue?
Which parts of this article were particularly powerful? What techniques are used to make it powerful?
How would you describe the author’s tone (the writer’s attitude toward the subject)?
How would you describe the writer’s style (sentence constructions, word choice, rhetorical devices used,
organization, etc.)?





How does the text adhere to a specific structure? Is it chronological? According to importance? Degree? Why do
you suppose the author made this choice?
What kind of language does the article use - formal, conversational, colloquial?
What kind of rhetorical devices are used to appeal to the reader or develop meaning?

Assignment #3 Rhetorical Devices due 8/21/2017
Create physical -not digital- flashcards for each of the Rhetorical Terms/Strategies listed below. On one side of the
flashcard, write the name of the rhetorical term. On the other side, write down its definition and TWO different
examples. You will use these notecards endlessly during the school year.

Alliteration

Ethos

Parallelism

Allusion

Euphemisms

Pathos

Amplification

Euphony

Periodic Sentence

Analogy

Formal Diction

Personification

Anaphora

Hyperbole

Pun

Antecedent

Informal Diction

Rhetorical Question

Antithesis

Jargon

Simile

Apostrophe

Juxtaposition

Situational Irony

Appositive

Logos

Symbol

Assonance

Loose Sentence

Synecdoche

Asyndeton

Metaphor

Tone

Cacophony

Metonymy

Understatement

Chiasmus

Onomatopoeia

Verbal Irony

Colloquial Diction

Oxymoron

Dramatic Irony

Paradox

